Advanced Placement United States History

Welcome to APUSH!  You have chosen to experience American history in a challenging and fast paced environment.  It is imperative that you understand the following: you will get out of this class what you put into this class.  Advanced Placement United States History is a College Board approved course, and covers a college level curriculum.  In order to prepare for the AP exam in May, you need to prepare yourself to move quickly through our nation’s history so that we may remain on track throughout the year.  I have high expectations of you, including that you complete some preparatory work over the summer so that we may begin the school year ready to go.  Please develop a plan of attack for the summer assignment so that you are not scrambling to complete the assignment with only a few days left before school begins.  You are responsible for the knowledge readings and videos presented below, and the vocabulary terms.  We will be covering this material in class very briefly so it is imperative that you use the summer to get a jump start on the vast amount of material that we must cover.  In addition to this, it is crucial that you are informed of current events in order to succeed in this class.  Over the summer, get in the habit of watching/listening to the news and reading news articles online.  To succeed in class and on AP essays you must be aware of the news happening today.
What to do before the end of the school year and over the summer:

· Visit our class website at: www.mssmithsapush.weebly.com . Familiarize yourself with the website, visit the tabs, and familiarize yourself with the resources posted.

· You may follow the class Twitter account (@smithsapush) for updates over the summer, however this is not required. If you follow the class account, do not use Twitter to communicate with me.  Use my TUSD email address (sarah.smith@tusd1.org).

· Purchase a 2” or 3” three-ring binder in which to organize your assignments.  

· Purchase a composition notebook for class notes.

· Familiarize yourself with the Cornell method of taking notes (link is on the website)

· Complete the summer assignment presented below.

If you have any questions, please email me at sarah.smith@tusd1.org.
There will be a quiz on the second day of school, and we will begin writing AP style essays in class during the third week of school.

I hope you have a wonderful and refreshing summer, and I look forward to meeting you on the first day of school!
Ms. Smith
Summer Assignment
This assignment needs to be completed over summer break and is due by the first day (August 3) of school. Your assignment over the summer is to read Chapters 21-25 of Howard Zinn’s A People’s History, and answer the questions below. (you may purchase this book and use it throughout the year (I recommend checking thriftbooks.com), or you may access it online at http://www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html  )
 Your responses need to be typed, and they need to be completed in the order in which the questions appear.  Please see the “Instructions for submission” below. Each response needs to be answered in a minimum of one paragraph of at least seven sentences.  As you read, you should take notes from each chapter.  I recommend using the Cornell method (see website for example).  The Key Concepts are provided by the College Board for our course and organize the content.  The questions are paired with their appropriate concept.


Additionally, you need to identify and define the attached vocabulary terms in at least 2 sentences for each term.  As you define the terms consider why the event/idea/person is significant enough to be on our vocabulary list.  Number each vocabulary term, single space the definition and then double space between each term.  
This is an individual assignment!  Duplicate/plagiarized assignments will be considered plagiarism and will be given a score of zero.
Instructions for submission
· You will submit your question responses and vocabulary terms using turnitin.com.  You will need to create an account for turnitin.com by going to the website and following instructions.  This website is only used for turning in written work, and checks for plagiarism.  Any work with a high similarity percentage (provided to you on the originality report that will be generated) will be looked at closely and may receive a low grade as a result of plagiarism of current or past students, or of an internet source.
· Create two separate files to be turned in, one with your vocab and one with your written responses.  There are two assignments in Turnitin.com, please make sure you are uploading the correct work to the correct assignment.

· The class ID is 15246637 and the enrollment password is sabino2017.  You will need this information to join the class.

· Submit your assignments through the site any time over the summer, but no later than 8am on the first day of school, Thursday, August 3.

Written Responses
Key Concept 9.1:  A new Conservatism grew to prominence in US culture and politics, defending traditional social values and rejecting liberal views about the role of government.
Questions
1. How did activist groups and reform movements cause changes to state institutions and US society in the time period of 1980-200*?
2. Analyze how and why the modern conservative movement all sought to change the federal government’s role in US political society and economic life.
Key Concept 9.2:  The end of the Cold War and new challenges to US leadership in the world forced the nation to redefine its foreign policy and global role.

Questions
3. How did the Cold War impact the role of the United States in global economic, political, and military affairs after the Cold War?
4. How have debates over civil rights and civil liberties influenced political life from 1980-2008?
Key Concept 9.3:  Moving into the 21st century, the nation continued to experience challenges stemming from social, economic, and demographic changes.

Questions
5. Explain how changes in technology and the integration of the US economy into world markets influenced US society since from 1980-2008.
6. Explain how and why debates about and policies concerning the use of natural resources and the environment have become the focus of political debate since 1980.

7. Analyze how changes in class identity and gender roles have related to economic, social, and cultural transformations since 1980.
Overarching Questions: These questions require you to use the knowledge you have gained from the reading and relate it to modern society.  You must provide evidence to support your argument.  Write as much or as little as you need to completely respond to the question.

1. How have Americans agreed on or argued over the values that guide the political system as well as who is a part of the political process?
2. How and why have different political and social groups competed for influence over society and government in the United States?

3. How have different factors influenced US military, diplomatic, and economic involvement in international affairs and foreign conflicts from 1980-2008?

Vocabulary

Each term on this page must be defined in at least two sentences.  Do not copy the first two sentences from Wikipedia (or whatever website you reference).  Make the definitions meaningful to you.  These terms will likely not be highlighted and defined in the reading, so you will need to look them up separately.
Political/Economic Theory Vocabulary
	Containment Theory
	Capitalism
	Socialism

	Communism
	Nationalism
	Fascism

	Imperialism
	Liberalism
	Deterrence Theory

	Balance of Power Theory
	Nation-State
	Hegemonic Stability Theory


Period 9 Terms (1980-Present)
	OPEC oil embargo
	Moral Majority
	Focus on the Family

	“Star Wars” missile defense system
	START I
	Contract with America

	Planned Parenthood vs. Casey
	North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
	Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986

	Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Policy
	Supply-side economics
	Sandinistas

	Contras
	Glasnost
	Perestroika

	Iran-Contra Affair
	Operation Desert Storm
	Americans with Disabilities Act 

	Oklahoma City Bombing
	Welfare Reform Bill
	World Trade Organization

	Kyoto Treaty
	Al Qaeda
	Patriot Act

	Guantanamo Detention Center
	Abu Ghraib Prison
	No Child Left Behind

	Hurricane Katrina
	Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
	Tea Party

	Occupy Wall Street Movement
	
	


Period 9 People (1980-Present)
While writing identifications be sure to identify significant policies, ideas, influence, etc.  We don’t need biographical information, but we do need to know why these people are significant.
	Ronald Reagan
	Margaret Thatcher
	Mikhail Gobachev

	Saddam Hussein
	Jerry Falwell
	Sandra Day O’Connor

	George HW Bush
	Boris Yeltsin
	Manuel Noriega

	Clarence Thomas
	Wiliam Jefferson Clinton
	Hillary Rodham Clinton

	Ross Perot
	Newt Gingrich
	Robert Dole

	John McCain
	Sarah Palin
	Nancy Pelosi

	George W. Bush
	Richard Cheney
	Barack Obama


