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Course Description

The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history.  The class prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.  Students will learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance – and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  Throughout this class, as in a college course, students will be exposed to new ideas and encouraged to participate in class discussion regarding historically controversial topics.  Discussions, projects, essays, and all assignments will be organized and beneficial to students, helping to prepare them for college level work and thinking.

Course Objectives

· Develop a greater understanding of United States History through political, social, economic, and cultural contexts

· Improve critical and evaluative thinking skills

· Improve writing and critical reading skills

· Interpret and analyze original historical documents

Strategies to Evaluate Primary and Secondary Texts
A large part of this course will be the evaluation of primary and secondary historical sources.  We will develop and employ strategies to meet this requirement.  The following is a list of some of the strategies we will use to evaluate such texts:

· Document Analysis

· SOAPS (Subject, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Speaker)

· “Yes/But” Analysis

· Argument Structure

Themes in AP U.S. History
· American and National Identity 

· Politics and Power

· Work, Exchange, and Technology

· Culture and Society

· Migration and Settlement 

· Geography and Environment 

· Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture

Required Texts

Kennedy, David. et al. The American Pageant.  16th ed.  Boston: Cengage Learning, 2015. (Check this text out from the Bookstore)

Hofstader, Richard and Beatrice K. Hofstader, eds.  Great Issues in American History.  

     vols. 2 and 3.  New York: Vintage Books, 1982.  (Ms. Smith will provide you with this text in class as needed)
Course Units
Period One: 1491-1607    On a North American continent controlled by American Indians, contact among the peoples of Europe, the Americas, and West Africa created a new world.
	Native American societies

Columbus’s Journey

European exploration of the Western Hemisphere

European colonization of the Americas

Triangular Trade/Columbian Exchange


Period 2: 1607-1754    Europeans and American Indians maneuvered and fought for dominance, control, and security in North America, and distinctive colonial and native societies emerged
	Spanish, English, and French exploration

First English settlements

Spanish and French settlements and long-term influence

Chesapeake country

Growth of New England

Middle colonies

Mercantilism

Origins of Slavery

Colonial Society in the Mid-Eighteenth Century (social structure, culture, new immigrants)

Anglo-French rivalries and the Seven Years’ War

Imperial reorganization of 1763


Period 3: 1754-1800    British imperial attempts to reassert control over its colonies and the colonial reaction to these attempts produced a new American republic, along with struggles over the new nation’s social, political, and economic identity.
	Philosophy of the American Revolution

Continental Congress

The Declaration of Independence

The War

Articles of Confederation

Treaty of Paris

Creating State Governments


Period 4: 1800-1848   The new republic struggled to define and extend democratic ideals in the face of rapid economic, territorial, and demographic changes.
	The Constitution and the New Republic
Philadelphia Convention

Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists

The Bill of Rights

Washington’s Presidency

John Adams’s Presidency

	The Growth of Nationalism
James Monroe and the Era of Good Feelings

Panic of 1819

Settlement of the West

The Missouri Compromise

Foreign Affairs:  the Monroe Doctrine

The Election of 1824

Economic Revolution

	The Jeffersonian Era
Jefferson’s Presidency

Madison

The War of 1812

James Monroe and the Era of Good Feelings

Panic of 1819

	Jacksonian America
Democracy and the “Common Man”

Internal improvements 

States’ Rights, the Nullification Crisis, and the Bank War

Martin Van Buren

Cultural nationalism

Education reform

Religious revivalism

Utopian experiments

Transcendentalists

National literature, art, and architecture

Reform crusades


Period 5: 1844-1877    As the nation expanded and its population grew, regional tensions, especially over slavery, led to a civil war – the course and aftermath of which transformed American society. 
	Internal Expansionism and Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South
The Southern Economy and Slave Culture

Transportation Advances

The Industrial Revolution Takes Off

Mass Immigration Begins

The New Working Class

	The Coming of the Civil War
Manifest Destiny

Texas Annexation, the Oregon Boundary, and California

James K. Polk and the Mexican War; Slavery and the Wilmot Proviso

The Compromise of 1850

Fugitive Slave Act and Uncle Tom’s Cabin
The Kansas-Nebraska Act and the realignment of parties
Dred Scott decision and the Lecompton crisis

Lincoln-Douglas debates

The Election of 1860; Abraham Lincoln

The Secession Crisis

	The Coming of the Civil War
Manifest Destiny

Texas Annexation, the Oregon Boundary, and California

James K. Polk and the Mexican War; Slavery and the Wilmot Proviso

The Compromise of 1850

Fugitive Slave Act and Uncle Tom’s Cabin
The Kansas-Nebraska Act and the realignment of parties
Dred Scott decision and the Lecompton crisis

Lincoln-Douglas debates

The Election of 1860; Abraham Lincoln

The Secession Crisis
	The Civil War and Reconstruction 
The North

The South

Foreign affairs and diplomacy

Military strategies, campaigns, and battles

The abolition of slavery

Effects of war on society

Reconstruction: Lincoln and Johnson

Congressional plans

Southern state governments

The End of Reconstruction




Period 6: 1865-1898     The transformation of the United States from an agricultural to an increasingly industrialized and urbanized society brought about significant economic, political, diplomatic, social, environmental, and cultural changes.
	The Gilded Age
Industrialization and Corporate Consolidation

Industrial growth

Laissez-faire conservatism

Effects of technological development on workers and the workplace

Union Movement

Urban Society

Intellectual and Cultural Movements

National Politics, 1877 – 1896

	Development of the West in the Late Nineteenth Century
Expansion and development of western railroads

Competitors for the West:  miners, ranchers, homesteaders, and American Indians

Government policy toward American Indians

Gender, race, and ethnicity in the far West

Environmental impacts of western settlement




Period 7: 1890-1945  An increasingly pluralistic United States faced profound domestic and global challenges, debated the proper degree of government activism, and sought to define its international role.
	Empire and Expansion 
Hawaii Annexation

Spanish American War

Invasion of Cuba

Puerto Rico Acquisition

Philippines Acquisition and Filipino Insurrection

Election of Teddy Roosevelt in 1901

Panama Canal

	Foreign Policy, 1898 - 1920
Taft and Dollar Diplomacy

Wilson and Moral Diplomacy

World War I

Problems of neutrality

Preparedness and pacifisim

Mobilization

Wilson’s Fourteen Points

Postwar demobilization

	World War II and the Origins of the Cold War
Isolationism, neutrality legislation

Japan, Italy, and Germany

Appeasement

Atlantic Charter

Pearl Harbor

Organizing for war

The war in Europe, Africa, and the Mediterranean

The war in the Pacific

Diplomacy

Postwar atmosphere

Truman and the Cold War

Containment in Europe and the Middle East

Revolution in China

Korea



	The Progressive Era
Origins of Progressivism

Municipal, state, and national reforms

Women’s roles: family, work, education, unionization, and suffrage

Roosevelt’s Square Deal

Taft

Wilson’s New Freedom

	The 1920s and 1930s
Republican administrations

Economic development

New culture

Conflict of cultures

Examining isolationism

Depression, 1929 – 1933

Wall Street crash

Depression economy

New Deal

Franklin D. Roosevelt

100 days, “alphabet agencies”

Second New Deal

American people in the Depression
	


Period 8: 1945 – 1980     After World War II, the United States grappled with prosperity and unfamiliar international responsibilities while struggling to live up to its ideals.
	Post-War Domestic Issues
Eisenhower 

Civil Rights Movement

American culture

Kennedy’s New Frontier and Johnson’s Great Society

New domestic programs

Civil rights and civil liberties
	American Foreign Policy, 1960 – Present
Southeast Asia

Khrushchev and Berlin

Bay of Pigs

Cuban Missile Crisis

Nixon-Kissinger foreign policy

Jimmy Carter

Iran Hostage Crisis

OPEC – oil embargo


Period 9: 1980 – Present     As the United States transitioned to a new century filled with challenges and possibilities, it experienced renewed ideological and cultural debates, sought to redefine its foreign policy, and adapted to economic globalization and revolutionary changes in science and technology.
	New Conservatism

Reagan Revolution

George H.W. Bush

End of the Cold War

Operation Desert Storm

William Jefferson Clinton

Technology boom

U.S. dominance in global affairs

Presidential Election of 2000

George W. Bush

September 11 Attacks

Wars in the Middle East


Grading
The grading scale is as follows: 90% and above = A; 80% - 89% = B; 70% - 79% = C; 60% - 69% = D; 59% and below = F.

Your grade will be determined by your performance on essays, both document based questions and long essay questions, multiple choice exams, quizzes, notes, and various other assignments. 

Grades will be weighted as follows:

· Assessment (exams, quizzes, essays, projects): 

70%

· Classwork: 






30%

Classroom Rules and Procedures
· Students are expected to treat teachers, peers, and school property respectfully at all times.  Sabino High School’s Code of Conduct will be enforced.
· Homework is due on the assigned date for each assignment.  You will receive up to 60% for any work that is submitted after I call for it.  I will date stamp assignments as I receive them so there are no questions later as to whether something was turned in.  Due dates for assignments will be posted on the board, and also on the website.
· You are able to make up any missed work as the result of excused absences.  You have as many days to make up the work as you were absent.  As the result of an unexcused absence, you will be provided with the materials and assignments missed, and are able to earn up to 60% of the total points given to the assignment.  If you turn in work that was missed as the result of an unexcused absence beyond the following day, you are subject to be graded as though the assignment is late with 60% being the highest grade possible to be earned.

· If you miss a test, quiz, or essay please see me to schedule a makeup session.

· Students are expected to be in class on time and prepared to work.  A tardy policy will strictly be enforced.  If a student is tardy five or more times, he or she will receive a “U” as a citizenship grade for the grading period and begin to accrue daily lunch detention assignments.  Beyond five tardies, each subsequent tardy will result in a lunch detention. 

· Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any occurrence of these actions will result in a score of “zero” for the given assignment/exam.  Academic dishonesty applies to everything you do in this class.  The purpose of assignments and exams is for our assessment, and we cannot assess progress if you are simply copying someone else’s work.  Cheating will be reported to the appropriate administrator and disciplinary action will be taken.

· No electronic devices are allowed to be used during class, unless the teacher allows for such use to further a classroom exercise.  Per Sabino’s audio and electronic materials guidelines (outlined in your student planner), “inappropriate use of cell phones/cameras or any other electronic devices will result in confiscation.”  If a device is confiscated, it will be given to the appropriate administrator and held until your parent is able to collect it.  

· Sabino’s dress code policy (outlined in your student planner), will be enforced in this classroom.  When a student is in violation of the dress code a lunch detention will be issued and the student will be sent to the office to acquire appropriate clothing.
· The appropriate times in which to discuss any concerns you might have about your grades or progress in the class are before or after school, not during class. If you would like to discuss your grade with me at any point, or missing assignments, please arrange a time with me to avoid scheduling conflicts.
Sabino’s Character Counts Expectations

Sabino is a Character Counts school.  There are six pillars that administrators, faculty, staff, students, and parents should demonstrate at all times (both in and out of the classroom):

1. Trustworthiness

2. Respect

3. Responsibility

4. Fairness

5. Caring

6. Citizenship

For more information regarding the character counts program, please see your student planner.

Syllabus Acknowledgement – AP US History
I, ____________________   _______________________, have reviewed the class syllabus.  By signing below, I acknowledge an understanding of class expectations.  In addition, I have reviewed the syllabus with my legal guardian. 

_____________________________


_________________________________
(Student Signature)



(Parent Signature)

________________




_______________
(Date)






(Date)

